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ON THE COAD WITH WANE ’SA(/\LSCN?\

For someone like trumpeter Wayne Jackson, “Hit the Road, Stax!”
opened his eyes to what may lie ahead in his career. Prior to the European
Tour, he was the first-call trumpeter at Stax Records while playing seven
nights a week at a Memphis club named Hernando’s Hideaway for $15
a night. The frantic crowds and the response in Europe showed him that
a career playing trumpet would no longer e limited to Memphis juke
joints - the world was changing, and was responding to the Memphis
Sound in ways Jackson and his colleagues could never have imagined.

Only 25 at the time, Jackson had rarely left the South, let alone fly
overseas. He documented the trip with still photography, an 8mm movie
camera, and a diary, reproduced here. Jackson's photos, fim, and
words capture what it was like for a young American seeing Europe for
the first time, taking photos of landmarks and open countryside; flming
everyday people at work and play; and making notes albbout the concerts,
the fans, and his well-being. Jackson took very few photos of his fellow
artists, but we have reproduced all of them for this exhibition. For much

of his career, Jackson kept souvenirs, clothing, and equipment from his
adventures, and this European jaunt was no different. \While we lost our
good friend Wayne in 2016, we are thrilled to display his photos and
artifacts, and share his European experience with our guests.

For Wayne’s complete recollections on the 1967 Stax/Volt European
Tour, please see his memoirs, In My Wildest Dreams, available for sale
In the museum store



